Square Dance

quare dancing was called that

because the dance took place in :

a square formation. Dancing in a
square began in France, and became
very popular in the American West.
Every square dance needed a caller.

A caller was a fellow with a loud :

Square your set. Stand in a

: square formation beside your

: partner. Everybody faces into the cen-
: ter. (Note: The black feet show where
the boys stand; the white, where the
girls stand.)

voice who could call out the dance

formations for the dancers and be :
heard during this lively dance. :
Dance music was played by a fiddler :
or an accordion player. It didn’t take

much to have a good time!

You’ll need eight people to :
dance in each square. Pick a caller :
(the caller can be one of the :

dancers). Take plenty of time to
practice, and go slowly at first. Once

everyone knows the steps, turn on :
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: your partner and bow to them. Then
: turn back to the beginning position.

the music and speed it up! For :

music, try to get a recording of lively :
square dancing music—a favorite :

song is “Turkey in the Straw.”
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Square your set.
Everyone faces center.

Bow to your partner.
Everyone turns to
their partner and
bows.
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